
In the End:  Be Silent 
Job 42:1-6, May 6, 2020 

 
The last words that Job spoke to God are these: 

 
I’m convinced: You can do anything and everything. 

    Nothing and no one can upset your plans. 
You asked, ‘Who is this muddying the water, 

    ignorantly confusing the issue, second-guessing my purposes?’ 
I admit it. I was the one. I babbled on about things far beyond me, 

    made small talk about wonders way over my head. 
You told me, ‘Listen, and let me do the talking. 

    Let me ask the questions. You give the answers.’ 
I admit I once lived by rumors of you; 

    now I have it all firsthand—from my own eyes and ears! 
I’m sorry—forgive me. I’ll never do that again, I promise! 

    I’ll never again live on crusts of hearsay, crumbs of rumor.” 
 

Most of us cannot help asking the question “why?” when we are facing evil or suffering. 
It is as natural to us as caring for our children. But at the same time, we rarely get an 
answer back that satisfies us. That is why Job is so instructive for the questioners of this 
world; who question God’s actions but still believe in God’s goodness. Throughout Job’s 
ordeal, which we would agree was more than most could take, he continued to plead his 
case and accuse God of injustice. He pleaded that he was righteous and therefore 
should not have been treated in such a despicable way. He demanded answers. His 
friends on the other hand, had answers that were wrong headed and mean. They 
believed that suffering comes from sin. From this simplistic view of life, they sprang into 
action against Job, demanding his repentance. This, they believed, was his only 
possibility of escaping this plague. Job stood against this rationale.  
 
Through all his suffering Job continued to press God for answers, but God pressed back 
with, “I am God, who are you.” This constant response from God might seem cruel. But 
in the end, it is instructive. Job’s friends are the cruel ones. Their simplistic answer to 
the problem of evil lacks experience and see’s God as a mechanistic monster. They 
believed God dishes out what people deserve. Therefore, if you suffer, if you lose your 
wealth, if unfortunate things happen to you or your children, it is because you have 
sinned and need to repent. I would suggest that this perspective lacks depth and has 
the potential of bringing evil into the world, eviler than those that suffer in silence before 
God. It is cruel and mean to suggest that those who contract a disease are more sinful 
than those who do not. This is not reflective of God’s heart, nor is it helpful to humanity 
to carry this simplistic perspective into the world.  
 
In this world of our invisible raider I believe it is more helpful and true to admit, as Job 
did, that we often “babble on about things far beyond us.” It is better to turn to God with 
arms open to receive his grace. That is what we can understand. We are far to limited to 
understand everything God is doing and why. Like Job we should confess, “I’m sorry—
forgive me. I’ll never do that again, I promise! I’ll never again live on crusts of hearsay, 
crumbs of rumor.” Wise words for all of us who suffer in this world. Learn to be silent 
before those things we do not understand.  



 

 


