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Forty-five years ago, Chris and I moved to Switzerland for six months. It was my desire 
to study with someone I had read for years. I had just finished my B.A. in Philosophy 
and was ready to tackle the world of theology. The place was located in a little town 
above Aigle, just beyond Montreux, on Lake Geneva. The town was called Huemoz. 
Upon arriving it seemed like a picture from some 17th Century painter, trying to capture 
the life of a small town. As we began to walk around, we discovered that many of the 
houses were actually built in the 17th century; still containing apple orchards and other 
fruits much like it was three hundred years ago. It was frozen in time. In fact, time 
seemed to have little meaning for the natives to this town. They had no desire to 
change, nor to travel, in order to see what the world was really like. Many of the 
inhabitants had not even left the village their entire life. They had all that they wanted.  
 
My guess is that that little town has been radically altered since we were there. With 
more mobility, and the desire for those with means to have houses in the mountains, 
this town has most likely been turned into a tourist destination. For the tourist it has all 
you want. It is quaint, good food and skiing down the other side of the mountain. What 
was once a place frozen in time is most likely the new destination for the young tourist 
with money.  
 
It is hard to stop the advancing charge of change. It is surprising that this town lasted as 
long as it did. Our world is on the go, nothing stays the same anymore. To try and stop it 
only frustrates us, so that we have little to offer the new culture except our ire. Of 
course, this is no new insight I offer. It is a reality that we have known for some time. 
Some of us have accepted it, others have resisted and even others have welcomed this 
new culture with open arms. But no matter what side of the fence you are walking on, 
there is no turning back the once static society, where change was rare, from a world in 
which change is in the air. 
 
Zygmunt Baumann, one of my favorite observers of culture, writes, “In the life-game of 
postmodern men and women the rules of the game keep changing in the course of 
playing. The sensible strategy is therefore to keep each game short—so that a sensibly 
played game of life calls for the splitting of one big all-embracing game with huge and 
costly stakes in a series of brief and narrow games with small, not-too-precious ones.” 
His point is clear, “Beware of long-term commitments.” Being fixed or static only gets 
you stuck with a life that has no excitement or adventure.  
 
He explains that there are those that are moving through this postmodern world our like 
“tourists and vagabonds.” “Tourists become wanderers and put their dreams of 
homesickness above the realities of home—because they want to, because they 
consider it the most reasonable life-strategy ‘under the circumstances’, or because they 
have been seduced by the true or imaginary pleasures of a sensation-gatherer’s life.” 
The tourist is on the move because they want to be, the vagabond because they have 
to be. But both represent the new culture because they form a connection with a new 



desire in the world. They desire to move instead of setting down roots. This, of course, 
is not true of everyone, but what is true about it, is that it defines a culture, with new 
desires. These new desires of keeping on the move arises because the life of the 
fixated are repugnant to them. They simply consider it boring and insignificant. These 
new characteristics represent much of the younger members of society that have had a 
fixated life. Instead of repeating this kind of life they want to be heroes. A life on the 
move, with little attachments.  
 
We are in the midst of this change, which represents a change in the spiritual direction 
of people. Community is useful but it is not the thing that keeps them grounded. The 
new kind of life that is on the rise is grounded in experience. Spirituality is measured in 
the development of intellectual and spiritual soundbites that provide a simple direction 
but offer little depth. The church has always been an institution that has sought depth 
over quixotic answers that do not compel us to gather at the throne of God and ask, 
“Why?” This is part of the reason why traditional churches are seeing little growth in 
membership or in their mission. People are on the move; they don’t have time to think 
through deep spiritual questions. Tourists are not interested in architecture; they are 
interested in what they can take with them to their next adventure. Tourists have little 
use of deep commitments that demand institutional responsibility. If this is even halfway 
true, the church is in for a big change. It is going to need a leadership, worship, and 
service overhaul to serve the tourist.  
 
As the years move on in this postmodern world, we will see spirituality being more and 
more connected to mission, rather than community upbuilding or personal growth. Not 
that this is a bad thing, it is what is necessary to lead the tourist to more useful purposes 
along their journey. Again, I have to say that this does not represent all the population in 
the world. It only represents a cultural shift that seems to be taking place. How deep it 
goes or how wide, it is a part of the cultural realities of God’s world.  
 
As we come out of this pandemic there will be changes we are going to have to face. It 
may even change the tourist. But it is important to watch and listen as we emerge into a 
new day. In the hope that day will be soon, I offer this advice---don’t be afraid to change 
and accept change. After something like this change is on the horizon, in fact is already 
here. It is no time to long for the past, it is now time to embrace the future.    


