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Paul’s architectural masterpiece of spirituality and language has now reached its zenith. 
In Romans 8:31-39 we are looking at the spire on top of his building that reaches 
hundreds of feet in the air and is made of gold. When you stand back and realize what 
has been created your heart feels strangely calm, but yet inspired at the same time. The 
words that flow through this passage are uplifting, bold, powerful, designed to reach 
down to the core of our spiritual connection with God. The fruit these words produce can 
only be captured in one word:  Love. It is love that overcomes our conflict between flesh 
and spirit. It is love that initiates a whole new perspective filled with the hope that can 
build our life. It is love that stands before us as the glory of God, and which nothing can 
conquer or diminish our capacity to give our heart to God. Paul’s final words in this 
chapter provides the final architectural piece of the spiritual life when he says, “No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
In trying to understand Paul’s masterpiece I think if wise to keep our eyes on the spire, 
then move down to each floor from there. Paul’s goal is to show God’s glory, and that 
God is the architect of all our spiritual lives. Every room, every piece of furniture, every 
color was chosen to inspire one thing: love for God and for each other. This is the 
Spirits charge in the world. Building hearts that have been cared for is God’s goal in 
sending the Spirit to humanity. Let’s listen to the full text of this final touch of spiritual 
genius: 
 
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also 
give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who 
is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from 
the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
When Paul began his masterpiece, he presented the inner conflict between the flesh 
and the spirit. In doing so, he gave a nod to the weakness of our human nature which 



could only be overcome by the Spirit. The Spirit helps us in our weakness, providing us 
the confidence to press on through the distress and conflicts of life. In this final stage of 
his architectural drawings he makes it crystal clear that “nothing can separate us from 
the love of God.” But even more amazing is that he presents us as conquerors, through 
the spirit, against every possible spiritual power, physical power or psychological conflict 
that presents itself to us. In order to activate this power, we must keep our eyes on the 
love of God who gave his son to die for us; and to remember that even the apostles and 
missionaries for Jesus are giving their life for each one of us. Therefore, we have no 
reason to doubt if God loves us, and will continue to provide a future for us.  
 
When we are confronted with what motivates us and provides the necessary incentive 
for us to keep moving ahead, it is not the hope for power or the desire to be admired 
among our peers; it is love. It carries with it the strongest motivation to maintain our 
poise and hope through difficult times, as well endure any hardship for the sake of 
receiving the love that matters. In the movie, “Castaway”, Tom Hanks is able to endure 
the hardship of isolation on island, the uncertainty of survival and the courage to build a 
raft and escape, because of one thing: the love of a woman who is at home waiting for 
him. But when he finally made it back home, he had to endure another hardship; this 
woman lost hope that he was alive and moved on to marry someone else. Now he has 
to figure out how to endure this next stage of his life. He will find, as we all do, that love 
will be the only way back into life.  
 
When Paul lost the religious life of his childhood, coming to believe that Jesus was the 
true Messiah, and son of God, it was God’s love that kept him moving ahead, even in 
the most desperate of times of his transition. I am sure that the experiences of this time 
of transition are behind his articulation of the spiritual life in Romans 8. Even though this 
passage sings with a new and vibrant language of hope, behind it lurks the heavy lifting 
of despair and hardship. Only love is able to take us, and Paul, through these trying 
times. We cannot press on without some reason to do so. For Paul, John and Jesus it 
was love for God and others, confirmed by the Spirit, that keeps us on the road to 
freedom and grace.  
 
Hope is the playground of the Spirit. You cannot have one without the other. They are 
partners in the development of our spiritual life. But what empowers them both is love. 
They motor that runs the spiritual life is love. It is the only spiritual gift powerful enough 
to move us past hate to acceptance, from despair to hope and from falling back into the 
desires of the flesh, to reaching out to connect to others through the spirit. As Paul 
advocates, “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us for the love of God in Jesus Christ.” The 
reason that we cannot be separated is because it is not our love that creates the 
dependency and connection between God and us. It is God’s love. Our task is live in 
that embrace, while embracing others.  


