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1-3 A man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. This was the same 
Mary who massaged the Lord’s feet with aromatic oils and then wiped them with her hair. It was her 
brother Lazarus who was sick. So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Master, the one you love so very 
much is sick.” 
 

4 When Jesus got the message, he said, “This sickness is not fatal. It will become an occasion to show 
God’s glory by glorifying God’s Son.” 
 
5-7 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, but oddly, when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he 
stayed on where he was for two more days. After the two days, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back 
to Judea.” 
 

This truly is one of the most touching stories in Jesus’ life. His actions show his deep love for 
Lazarus’ family and also how he stretches their friendship by demanding their patience in the 
midst of a tragic event. The story goes like this. Jesus is in Bethany, weeks before he enters 
Jerusalem. He stays with Lazarus and his family who showed him great hospitality and 
friendship. Jesus decides to get away before the coming days. He knows that Lazarus is sick 
when he leaves. While he is gone, he gets word from Bethany that Lazarus is close to death. 
But instead of getting up immediately to return, he waits two days. This must seem like an 
eternity for Lazarus’ sisters who had seen Jesus do many miracles. They were waiting for 
theirs. But it didn’t come; Lazarus died while Jesus was waiting to come back.   
 
When Jesus returned, Lazarus was four days in the grave already. As you might expect he 
was not warmly greeted. Martha, one of the sisters, was quick to blame Jesus for her brother’s 
death. Her actions were motivated by grief, anger and an impulsiveness driven by her 
impatience. She knew that Jesus could do anything, but she wouldn’t allow herself to be 
patient to see it. She had buried her patience with her brother and her grief. Many of us do the 
same thing. We want something to happen so much, and immediately, that we throw out our 
patience with our anger. But when we are dealing with God in faith and love, we have to learn 
patience, or we are going to be angry much of the time.  
 
Whenever I think of this story, I turn again to Henri J. Nouwen, who writes in a little devotion 
called “Live Patiently with the Not Yet,” the following: “Be patient. When you feel lonely, stay 
with your loneliness. Avoid the temptation to let your fearful self run off. Let it teach you its 
wisdom; let it tell you that you can live instead of just surviving. Gradually you will become one, 
and you will find that Jesus is living in your heart and offering you all you need.”  
 
I believe the last line sums up how to develop patience. When we understand that Jesus offers 
us all we need; learning patience becomes a clearer path to our well-being.  
 
Steve 


