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All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 

reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 

                         2 Corinthians 5:18-19 
 
 

Every week I come to these meditations waiting for the Spirit to fill me with a direction 
that will let hopeful and expressive words flow through me. I desire to give shape to 
some spiritual theme that can calm my heart, as well as those reading these musings. 
As I sat down today, starring at an empty screen, I realized how tired I am. I am tired of 
the monotony, the constant caution that surrounds us and the tediousness of the 
ministry that all pastors are relinquished to. But then it dawned on me; we are all in the 
same boat floating on a tranquil see going nowhere. There is an equality of experience, 
that opens my heart to empathy. I know what you feel, and you know what I feel. We 
know longer need to feel hollow when we say, “I know how you feel,” when we really 
don’t. We all know how each of us feels. We have wrapped ourselves in hope, looking 
through a glass darkly, picking ourselves up everyday to turn sameness, into adventure. 
But it is not the adventure that makes us tired, it is the sameness.  
 
When I talk to people throughout the week, I feel their weight, and mine in the pursuit of 
making our day go from gloominess, to joy. This is where our empathy is forged. In the 
gloominess of the days behind, and ahead of us, empathy provides the greatest 
adventure of our life. I am reminded of that famous line in Shakespeare’s King Lear, 
when Lear seems to be going mad, but his empathy is expanding. He says, “Expose 
thyself to feel what wretches feel, That thou mayst shake the superflux to them, 
And show the heavens more just.” Lear is actually preaching to us. He wants us to 
expose ourselves to the pain of others; to become more empathetic, in order to bring 
equality and justice to the world, as well as a little more kindness. Each of us has the 
opportunity to indulge ourselves in this meeting of hearts. It is what unites us and 
solidifies our identity in the communities we live.   
 
But there is one more way in which we are united, sharing an equality with each other. 
Paul provides this insight in 2 Corinthians 5:19, he says, “in Christ God was reconciling 
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the 
message of reconciliation to us.” As part of the world, God was reconciling us through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. We all share in his death, even if we don’t believe 
in this sacred act, this kindness delivered to the non-believer and to those who believe. 
By sharing this we have become equal; partners in the extension of God’s grace. So, 
when we encounter people on the street, in stores and all the places in the world, we 
are to acknowledge that “God is reconciling them to himself.” We have empathy for both 
non-believers and believers. We are called to have empathy for those that have not 
realized the gift they have. Not because we are superior, but because we have been 
there. We have empathy for believers because we know the burden of the cross that we 
all carry. We are called to feel the weight of both, and to approach everyone with a kind 
of gentle understanding.  



Covid-19 has given us a common burden to carry and an empathy to exchange. God 
has also given us a common bond as well. We are the recipients of God’s reconciling 
work; a work that continues to provide an empathy for everyone, given that God has 
died for each one of us. This is our adventure, and it defeats the tediousness of life, that 
wants to drag us down by drowning in the sameness of the everyday experience of 
Covid-19. I will give Lear the last word in this musing, “Expose thyself to feel what 
wretches feel, That thou mayst shake the superflux to them, And show the heavens 
more just.” 


