
Community Feel 
 

Words have meanings: some words, however, also have a “feel.”  
The word ‘community’ is one of them. It feels good: whatever the word community may mean, 

 it is good ‘to have a community’, ‘to be a community’.   Zygmunt Bauman  
 

 
Dr. Bauman is right when he says that there are words that have more of a feel to them, 
than they do an exact meaning. Community is definitely one of those words. It is 
different than the word institution or even church. Both of those words are defined by 
what they must contain in order to use those labels. Institutions have structure, order, 
rules, tradition, hierarchy and a place within the way of life of a nation. Even the word 
church has many of those traits we find in the inside of an institution. But when we use 
the word community to say who we are or belong to, hardly any of those characteristics 
come to mind. Community is hard to nail down; and that is because we feel it more than 
understand it through a rationale process. We cannot dissect what a community is, like 
we can a government institution. We feel what a community is. It is warm, cozy, a 
shelter amid the storm. It has rules, but there only seems to be two-----love and be 
responsible. Against such there can be no rules that when added make it clearer. Those 
two words say it all.  
 
When Paul talks about the church in his letters, I believe he has in mind the feeling of 
community, not the rules of the institution. He is more concerned about our behavior 
toward others, and not the rules that are used to judge others or to meticulously follow. 
In his letter to the Romans, in chapter 13 he writes, “Owe no one anything, except to 
love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not 
steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is 
the fulfilling of the law.” Love has a feel to it, like the word community. Paul wants those 
who follow Jesus to have a feel to them; the feeling of love, care, embrace and unity. 
These are created in the community of faith by a deeply held respect for each other and 
a responsible spirit of love for those who belong. This is how our communities are 
maintained.  
 
Another feeling of community is captured in the word freedom. One of our most brilliant 
scholars of the previous generation was F.F. Bruce. So sure was he that Paul saw his 
pastoral role as a preacher of freedom that he titled his last book, “Paul: Apostle of the 
Heart Set Free.” He believed that Paul’s role, at heart, was to build communities that 
reflected the kind of feel that Jesus had with his disciples, a feeling of love and freedom. 
While the church has veered off this road throughout the years, the one thing that it 
longs for is ‘community.’ That feeling of belonging that cannot be created by structures 
that maintain institutions. There are no formulas, gimmicks or books that can establish 
the communities we long for. Only the two words that flow from a heart ablaze for 
Jesus------love and be responsible.  
 



In this season of isolation these two words are maybe more important to us, than before 
we were restricted. Isolation breeds feelings of despair because we cannot be around 
the people that help us understand community. But we can keep in touch with one 
another, and we can continue to pray for one another. Acts that connect us and provide 
the feeling that comes from that sacred and beautiful word, “community.”   
 
  


