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“Exactly in the same sense St. Francis is nearer to us, 
and being mere man like ourselves, is in that sense more imaginable (than Christ) 

Being necessarily less of a mystery, he does not, for us, 
so much open his mouth in mysteries. Yet as a matter of fact, 
many minor things that seem mysteries in the mouth of Christ, 

would seem merely characteristic paradoxes in the mouth of St. Francis.  
       G.K. Chesterton 

 

It is fair to say that probably no one in the history of Christianity lived their faith more clearly 
than St. Francis. G.K. Chesterton, that great master of prose and stories, suggests that St. 
Francis lived a life so close to Christ’s, that the mysteries that seem to surround Jesus’ 
teaching, are mere paradoxes in the life of St. Francis. In other words, while Christ was divine, 
and St. Francis mortal, he was able to open up many of the mysteries of Jesus’ teaching just 
be living a simple life. It is notorious that he gave everything he owned away, and lived off the 
goodness of others. Many called him the “little beggar.” But at the same time, he was beloved 
by all, for he was kind in his preaching and not judgmental. Along with his simple life, he was 
also a builder. Because of his love for all creatures, both human and animal, he was able to 
attract a great many people to his life-style. Chesterton calls him one of the greatest “builders” 
of community produced in Christianity, and one of the most equitable. He was the first leader 
to allow women into his community. Which brought forth one of the most delightful individuals 
of that period----Clare. She was so admired for her love and gentleness that the Pope made a 
special trip to speak at her funeral.  
 
It is one of the simple pleasures of this isolation that I am able to catch up on my reading. 
Besides reading poetry, I have also started reading some of the great mystics and spiritual 
giants of Christianity. St. Francis is just one of many, where I have found solace. Not for his 
teaching, which there is very little, but for the stories of his life. Francis was adamant that he 
should not leave any documents about his teaching, fearing that some would revere the 
document itself, and not see behind it. Most of what we know about him and his teaching, was 
written down by his disciples. Much like Jesus, who wrote nothing that we know of. What they 
left us was a magnificent treasure of sayings and teachings. He left no organized theology, nor 
an organizing principle of how-to live-in faith. He simple showed everyone. That was his 
genius.  
 
We all wonder, at times, what will people remember us for. Einstein is remembered for creating 
the formula for the atom bomb, and also helping us define the nature of the universe. But do 
we remember his great work in politics, designed to bring the world together in peace. St. 
Francis was worried that he would be remembered through the documents of his spiritual 
insights, instead of how to live by showing people. The world choses to remember people for 
its own reason, but it may not be the reason we want to be remembered. Francis made sure 
how to be remembered, by his understanding of human nature, that wants a hero. He chose to 
be a “little beggar” for Christ.  
 
Isolation does not prevent us from being “mirrors of Christ.” The only things that prevent us 
from this spiritual purpose is being caught up in the desires and fears of the world. St. Francis 
conquered his fear of leprosy, in order to care for them for the sake of Christ. Conquering our 
fear of death is a way to live with and for Christ with abandon. When we are able to be free of 
this, we will be able to follow Christ in the same kind of simplicity as St. Francis. Then we will 
be remembered for what is the most precious thing we have created-----a life of faith.  


