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The sun will no longer supply light for you by day, 

nor will the moon’s brightness shine on you; 
the LORD will be your permanent source of light— 

the splendor of your God will shine upon you. 
20 Your sun will no longer set; 
your moon will not disappear; 

the LORD will be your permanent source of light; 
your time of sorrow will be over. 

 

In these Dog-Days of summer, there is a tendency to stay in our homes so that the sun 
does not strip us of our energy, and the heat dull our senses. But during these strange-
days of covid-19 we are already planted in our homes, and see the sun as a welcome 
light to our shadowy existence. By now we are growing accustom to this new way of life, 
which we are forced into, and at the same time chose, in order to heal and save each 
other. We have taken on new habits, slowed down a bit, learned to arrange our life with 
each other, so as to make life interesting. Some of us are finding it exhausting. Others 
are welcoming the forced demand to slow down, seeing we had a hard time doing it, 
outside the restraint of this virus. But still the sun beckons us to come out and enjoy the 
light and the heat, providing us with a welcome distraction.  
 
Anyone who has spent time in Isaiah knows what a wonderful poet he is, and a prophet 
with a talent for introducing God with words that cut like swords, and penetrate our 
hardened hearts. Chapter sixty of Isaiah has long been a favorite of the readers of this 
book. It contains promises to Israel which are not apparent at the time of its writing, but 
provide a welcomed hope to those who cannot see God in their present situation. One 
of the phrases Isaiah uses to quicken the heart to hope is, “The sun will no longer 
supply light for you by day, nor will the moon’s brightness shine on you; the LORD will be 
your permanent source of light—the splendor of your God will shine upon you.20 Your 
sun will no longer set; your moon will not disappear; the LORD will be your permanent 
source of light; your time of sorrow will be over.  
 
He presents the hope of Israel through the metaphor of light. Humanity depends upon 
the sun and moon for perception, and many other things like growing crops and the 
natural heat to shield against the cold. But instead of using this reality to show God’s 
providence and care; he diminishes this reality, of sun and moon, to create another one. 
God is now our light, our sun and moon. By doing this he is exchanging what we might 
think is the most important light, to a secondary place.  Spiritual light is more necessary 
to life, than the sun and moon. God has taken over the role of the sun, which is needed 
for survival. But the sun has been transformed into a spiritual light, which is needed for 
our spiritual survival. To enjoy this sun, and dance within its light, is our way of renewing 
our life every day. God brightens the room and all its inhabitants, in the same way God 
brightens the world with light that comes through his word and heart. Isaiah reminds us 
to keep our eyes on the right things. Anything other than this amounts to a path not 
worth taking. But we usually don’t understand this until the end of the journey. Isaiah is 



our prophet of vision, and spiritual of what is important in life. What is important for 
Isaiah is to convince us that God is the new sun and moon, and that is all we need.  
 
As we are resting in our homes, during this time of isolation, it may be hard to convince 
ourselves that all we need is what Isaiah has preached. We need not look beyond our 
walls and be drawn by the heat and light of the sun, which of course, is helpful to us, but 
it can’t create the joy of the light of God. Isaiah wants us to dance in our homes, with 
each other. He wants us to learn caring and compassion with those we share our four 
walls with. He wants us to learn to be alone with God, before we step into the heat of 
the day, to be with others.  
 
 
 
 
 


