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So, let’s keep focused on that goal, those of us who want everything God has for us. If 
any of you have something else in mind, something less than total commitment, God will 

clear your blurred vision—you’ll see it yet! We’re on the right track, let’s stay on it. 
 

We all know how hard it is to stay focused when there is so much turmoil, noise, 
dissenting voices and internal conflicts. There is a feeling that comes to us; of the desire 
to shut-down all pursuits and endeavors, and the changing of our goals. There were 
times in my early ministry that I wanted to quit, change directions. The flood of images 
came over me of what it would be like to take a position that didn’t require leading a 
group of people, that often didn’t want to be led. Whenever these feelings poured 
through me, I thought of becoming a postal worker. I know it is a hard job but it didn’t 
seem to require my efforts in leading a group of people into ministry. But every time I 
did, I was brought back to my calling and to the voices that knew where I should be. At 
times it was hard to take. I didn’t want to do this anymore. Couldn’t God and others see 
it was tearing me apart? But every time, I took a rest, got up and pursued my calling. 
Each time with more understanding how deficient I was at this work. But that was 
necessary, in order to stay committed to the goal God had put before me.  
 
Paul was addressing a community of discouraged people when he wrote, “If any of you 
have something else in mind, something less than total commitment, God will 
clear your blurred vision—you’ll see it yet! We’re on the right track, let’s stay on 
it.”  Perhaps he was writing from his own experience of discouragement in the past, or 
maybe even his present frustration and fear of being in prison. He might have even 
been writing more to himself about staying strong, than to others. It is often the case 
that we write about what we need to hear, in the process of writing to others. Whatever 
the case, his words form a present connection with his hearers who needed 
encouragement during some desperate times in the church.  
 
However, we might say it, what words we might utter, the church universal is going 
through some desperate times in trying to find a connection with each other, as well as 
staying true to its vision, while being quarantined. The isolation is finally taking hold of our 
capacity to feel a part of the world. For us who are suffering with physical ailments are 
even having a more difficult time because of our need for treatment, and our need for 
human encouragement. In times like this we need the spiritual encouragement of God 
and the experience of the Spirit’s peace of mind. These are necessary to keep us 
grounded in the reality in which we live, so that we don’t constantly feel like jumping out 
of our skin. There is nothing more spiritually-relaxing than knowing that our life still has a 
purpose, no matter how desperate we feel, no matter how isolated we are. Keep these 
words in your heart, under your hat and right in front of you, “So, let’s keep focused on 
that goal, those of us who want everything God has for us. If any of you have something 
else in mind, something less than total commitment, God will clear your blurred vision—
you’ll see it yet! We’re on the right track, let’s stay on it.” 


