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But speaking the truth in love,  

we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ.   
Ephesians 4:15 

 
Tell all the truth but tell it slant — 

Success in Circuit lies 
Too bright for our infirm Delight 

The Truth's superb surprise 
As Lightning to the Children eased 

With explanation kind 
The Truth must dazzle gradually 

Or every man be blind —           
Emily Dickinson 

 

T.S. Elliot, that celebrated poet of “The Hollow Men” and “Wasteland”, said in his poem 
“Burnt Norton”, “Humankind cannot take too much reality.” When he wrote this Elliot 
was already deeply embedded in his Catholicism. When asked about his meaning he 
said that God must parcel out the truth in small doses or we would be overwhelmed with 
the burdens of others and our own. So much so that we would be unable to function. 
Emily Dickinson, in her own way says the same thing in her poem above---“Tell all the 
truth but tell it slant----Success in circuit lies, Too bright for our infirm Delight, The 
Truth’s superb surprise.”  
 
What both Elliot and Dickinson know is that human beings are fragile. Their egos are 
fragile, their emotions are fragile and their hearts are fragile. Therefore, in order to 
communicate so that people can hear what you are saying and find it helpful, we must 
“speak the truth in love”, which proves that we are grown up in Christ. We need to 
demonstrate that we are mature enough to speak knowing this fragileness, but speaking 
the truth as best we can. In a time like ours, when all we want to do is shout, we need to 
stand back, formulate words of truth that carry with them the feeling and warmth of love. 
I know that the time of shouting is not over, and whatever pain is in our communities will 
continue to be displayed through loud voices. That makes this a very dangerous time. 
Shouting often does not communicate a message that has a solution. In the heat of the 
moment all you hear is loud voices, shouting phrases learned in the darkness and pain 
of a broken heart.  
 
But there will be time for a more poised meeting in the future. When that happens, I 
hope there has not been too much damage done. Those whose bruises and wounds 
run too deep may not be able to enter into this next phase of negotiations with the clarity 
needed to protect their achieved goals or desired goals. I am hopeful that the world is 
ready to listen to grievances of the past, and dreams for the future. But it will take both 
sides listening to Ms. Dickinson and Mr. Elliot in order work towards useful solutions. I 
love what Ms. Dickinson said, in her last line, “The Truth must dazzle gradually, Or 
every man be blind----.” Wise words for all of us, at every time in our life. The truth must 
inspire, not destroy; it must overcome prejudices, cleansing the heart. 


