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25 Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. 26 She had 
endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but 
rather grew worse. 27 She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched 
his cloak, 28 for she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.” 29 Immediately her hemorrhage 
stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 30 Immediately aware that power 
had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?” 31 And 
his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched 
me?’” 32 He looked all around to see who had done it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to 
her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, 
“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 
 

The woman in this story can be described by two words----desperate and invisible. Mark tells us that 
she has spent all her money on doctors in hope of a cure, and that she came out of the crowd, as an 
invisible person, to touch Jesus, hoping for a healing. There is even more that Mark tells us about her 
invisibility. According to the sequence of events, this woman was an afterthought, an incidental 
encounter on the way to Jairus’ daughter who was very sick. While Jesus was on the way to Jairus’ 
house, this woman comes out of the crowd. She touched his coat and she knew she was healed. Her 
feeling of desperation, however, did not stop her from pressing on against the struggle to resign 
herself to her misfortune.   
 
In many stories like this you might think that once she was healed the story was over. She could carry 
on with her life, go out in public, be with friends and even go to synagogue. But it wasn’t over for her, 
or for Jesus. Twelve years of suffering needed a skilled healer to help her overcome her spiritual 
depletion. Jesus, that skilled and compassionate healer, found a way to help her towards a spiritual 
liberation, brought on by years of wondering where God was in her illness. After her healing, he 
instructed his disciples to find the person who touched him. A strange request, as the disciples 
acknowledged. So, they went out demanding the one who touched Jesus to come forward. She knew 
what they meant and she came forward in fear. She was forced to come out of the shadows and her 
invisibility, to face her actions, and possible judgement.  
 
But when she was brought to Jesus, she received neither judgment, nor humiliation. She received 
words and touch, to liberate her from her spiritual depletion. The words and actions were simple and 
somewhat strange. But they were healing. Jesus told her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; 
go in peace and be healed of your disease.” Jesus didn’t say it was God’s power or even his that 
healed her, but it was her faith. By using this phrase, he restored her depleted spiritual faith, and let 
her know that even in her desperation God was still present in her, and in the world. Her struggle 
against resignation has brought her to the source of all healing----Jesus. In him she has found a way 
out of her desperation and prison of invisibility. We can find this as well, even when we are at our 
most desperate.  


