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The Heart of the Matter 
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I had planned to speak on the Parable of the Sower today, but because of the events of 
violence and unrest throughout the cities of our country, I decided to speak on the Good 
Samaritan. You might be wondering why the Good Samaritan and not the Beatitudes or 
I Corinthians 13. Of course, both of those passages are clear directives on how to treat 
one another and would be useful. But the Good Samaritan is intentionally about racism, 
and the how prejudice blinds us from doing the right thing. The way I see it, what is 
happening in our country is all about the feelings of oppression, victimization and 
powerlessness that racism brings with it; a problem that has not been solved 
systemically throughout the years. It may seem surprising that Jesus addresses the 
issue of racism, either directly or indirectly. But I believe it would be reckless to assume 
otherwise. Racism was deeply embedded in that region of the world in the first century, 
and Jesus would have obviously considered this to be averse to the Kingdom of God.  
 
The questions that keep coming to me in this moment of sadness are, “What is the right 
thing to do?” and “What can I do?” Before we address those questions and develop and 
understanding of the issue, I would like to tell the story of the Good Samaritan, with 
interpretive interludes.  
 
One afternoon a lawyer (a person that judges and develops religious doctrine for the 
clergy) came before Jesus and asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life and have a 
meaningful life with my fellow religious friends?” Jesus responded, “What does the law 
say and what is its core understanding?” The lawyer responded with citing the Shema 
(the basic understanding of the law, which states that we must love our neighbor as 
ourselves). Jesus was pleased with his answer, so he said, “Go do this and you will 
live.” But the lawyer wanted more information from Jesus, furthermore he wanted to 
justify his question, and make himself more admired before the crowd. So, he asked, 
“Who is my neighbor? Who is it that I have a responsibility to love?” (This man had 
spent his life defining his enemy and the misfits of the world, whom he felt he had no 
responsibility for. From his study and other lawyers, they had developed a rationale and 
a list.) Then Jesus, most likely with sadness and frustration, told him this story. 
 
A man (there is no mention whether this man was a Jew or someone of another ethnic 
group) was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was victimized by robbers, 
that wait for the innocent on that road. They beat him, stole his money and left him with 
blood all over him, most likely dead. But just at that time when the man needed 
someone to help a priest (the symbol of righteousness and goodness) came by, but 
instead of helping he slipped by the other side making sure he didn’t touch him or see 
his broken body. A Levite also came by and did the same thing. (They believed that it 
was more important not to get involved or to make themselves unclean, instead of help 
this man. There was already a built-in systemic racism in the purity laws.)   
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But then came a Samaritan man. (Samaritans were considered uncouth and wicked 
throughout Judaism, which led them to blame the other for many things that happened 
in Israel, which in the end is a lie. This is what racism produces.) He had compassion on 
the fallen man. He then proceeded to dress his wounds, clean him up and then take him 
to the nearest place of rest and heal from his wounds. He paid for the stay and was 
willing to pay more (his love for this man saved his life). Jesus turned his attention again 
to the lawyer and said, “Which one of these men was a good neighbor to this man?” (It 
should be noticed that Jesus changed the question from defining neighbor as an object 
of my responsibility, to someone who is a responsible good neighbor. You could say he 
changes his concern from religious doctrine to ethics.) The man, having to answer in a 
way he was uncomfortable and humiliated before the crowd, said, “I guess it was the 
man who showed compassion (by this Jesus breaks through the lie that racism is 
sanctioned by God and the law. The man was simply exposed as an out of touch 
clergyman, who strains after gnats, instead of the Kingdom of God.) Jesus’ final words 
to him were, “Go and do likewise!” (Meaning he had to give up his racist beliefs and 
accept that his truth regarding Samaritans is really a lie. He had to widen his scope of 
who is loved by God and who is capable of goodness.) 
 
I once heard one of my parishioners from another church say, “Islam is a bad religion 
and should be wiped out.” I turned to him and asked, “Do you mean kill them?” He said, 
“Yes.” In a stroke of good judgment, I decided to walk away with my anger. I didn’t want 
to embarrass myself by yelling at him, or telling him what an idiot he was. But the sad 
thing is, many people in our churches and in our communities feel the same. Which 
means they justify their behavior and beliefs on the lie of racism----which includes that 
certain religions and cultures need to be eradicated based the color of their skin or their 
geography. This is not to say that we cannot or should not argue points of concern, we 
should. But it is wrong to attribute evilness or unworthiness to a whole group of people, 
because we can’t stand in their shoes for a while.  
 
When the officer that held Mr. Floyd’s head to the ground and taunted him, he did so 
because he believed the lie of racism, which gave freedom to his pent up anger and 
blame against African Americans for the ills of the world and his problems. It was as if 
all his internal conflicts were being poured out, as he crushed Mr. Floyds neck. But what 
was equally horrific was the systemic acceptance of his actions, demonstrated by the 
officers who watched, and maybe wished it was them. I would hope not. I would like to 
think they were filled with inner conflict of the rightness of the act. But here is the 
problem of the insidious thinking of racism--you can justify unethical and victimizing 
behavior because you blame the other for your problems. Racism is easier than love. 
Racism points to the other and says, “You are the reason for my problems; therefore, I 
am not responsible for you.” Love, on the other hands says, “I am responsible for you, 
even though you make my blood boil.”  
 
What is the right thing to do in the situation we find ourselves?  Jesus said, “Go and do 
likewise.” Go and follow the actions of the one who was compassionate; who didn’t see 
ethnicity, but only need. Racism is limiting in regards to seeing goodness in the world. 
Racism limits goodness to only our community, our race and our way of life. Racism 
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shrinks our world view and our perspective of life. It means we have settled the matter. 
In our situation today, racism is the guardian of the ignorant not the enlightened. Like 
the clergy in the story of the Good Samaritan, they had settled the matter, or it was 
settled for them. They took this for righteous action. This ignorance led to harm and 
indifference. It still does today.  
 
What can we do? The first thing we must do is stop believing the lie that Caucasians are 
better than those of color. That people of color are destroying our way of life. When you 
look at the contributions that benefit our society, you will see many people of color on 
that list. The lie holds the facts back or repackages the truth in such a way as to 
disguise what is right. 
 
Keep working to challenge yourself to become a person of change and peace. Open 
yourself to others and expose the lies in the world, wherever you find it. Of course, we 
can only do this through a deep study of the word of God. You are not powerless with 
this tool in your hand. The spirit moves in the deep places of our hearts, which makes 
everything possible. 


